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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD

In the Year Two Thousand #od Ten

AN ORDINANCE

o . RELATIVE TO TEXT MESSAGING

Ba it ordained by the City Couneft of the City ¢f New Bedtord as follows:.—

SECTION 1, Chapter 23 of the Code of Ordlinances is hereby amended by Insarting. afer Giction 23-
27, the following new Sections:-

23-28, Rlectronit messaging by vehjcle aperators — Definltions.

(). “Tlectronic messnge", an used InSections 23-28 thru 23-30 ghail mean a piose of digitat

communication that is deslgned or intended to be transmitted between a mobile

g electronio devico and gny other electronic device. “Electronle message™ includes, bat is

not limited to,clectronic mail, cléctronic message, a text message, an inatont messoge.

command or reqiragt. 10 access an intornet site, or any tessage that includes a keystroke
entty sent botween mabile ¢lectronic deviees,

(b). “Mobilo telephone”, a handheld or portable celular, analog, wirsloss, satellite or dipital
telephone, including i telephono with two-way radio functionality, capable of sending ot
recoiving telephone communications and with which & nser Inltiates, teriminates or
enjages in o call uging at leust one hinnd.

23:29. Elevtranic messages by vehicle operntors - Prohibited. .

No operntor of a mofor vohicfe on any street In the City of New Bedford shall usc a
mobile telephone, or any device capnble of accassing the intemet, 10 compose, gend, o1
rond on electronle message while operating a motor vehicle.. For the purposes of this
Saction, an oporator shall not be consldered to be operating a motor vebicle it'the vehicle
is stationary and not located in a part of the public way intenclod for travel,

23-30. Wicctronls messages by vchicle operators - Penaltios.

A violation of8oetion 21-29 shall be punighable by a fine 6f $100 for a first offense, by o
fine of $200 for a sscond offense and by a fine of $300 for a th frd ac subsequent offenze.
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SECTION 2.
Parpgraph {j) of Section 1718 of Chapter 17 ofthe Code ef Ordinances I5 heseby nmond: 4
by lnserang, after (e ling beqimﬂng with “23-27", the 7ellowing lina:
23.29; 23-30. Electroric messnges by vehicle opetators — Frohibited,

1. First offense. “ > 3100.00

2. Second 'o&‘;nse. $200.00
3. Third and any subssquent offense. L §300.00
‘SEC’I‘I ON 3.
‘This Crdinance shall take effect in nccordance with the provisions of Chapter 43 of the
Gcneral Lows.

IN CITY COUNCIL, March 25, 2010
Passead to & Sccond Reading, Rito D Arruda, City Clerk
IN CITY COUNCIL, April 22,2010
Pagsacd to bo Ordained snd Rule 40 Wajved ~ Yeas 10, Nays 0. Rita 1Y, Arruda, City Clark

Prosented to the Mayor for opproval April 23, 2010. Rita I} Armda, City Clerk
Approved April 23, 2010, Scott W, Lang, Mayor
a true copy, nttost:

Clty Clerk
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New Bedford City Council OKs texting ban

By CHARIS ANDERSON
canderson@s-t.com
April 23,2010 12:00 AM

NEW BEDFORD — The City Council on Thursday unanimously approved a new ordinance that bans
text messaging while driving within the city limits.

"Tonight we're sending ... a message that's stating that text messaging while driving here in the city of
New Bedford ... will not be tolerated," Ward 2 Councilor Steve Martins said. "Text messaging while
driving has become a serious threat to the safety of our roads."

The council voted 10-0 in favor of the ordinance. Councilor-at-large John Saunders was absent.
The ordinance will be sent to Mayor Scott W. Lang to be signed into law.
Lang on Thursday night praised the action taken by the council and said he will sign the ordinance.

"I think it will keep people safe," he said. "I think it's very difficult to text and drive without putting
yourself and others in danger."

The new ordinance, which creates a broad ban on text messaging, prohibits anyone from using a
mobile phone or other Internet-equipped device from writing, sending or reading an electronic
message while driving a motor vehicle.

Violators will be slapped with a $100 fine for their first offense, $200 for a second offense and $300
for subsequent offenses.

Martins, frustrated with the slow pace of similar legislation at the state level, first asked his colleagues
to consider creating the ordinance in December 2009.

"We waited far too long for a bill to be put into place," he said. "The people we represent ... deserve to
feel safe here in New Bedford."

Martins said he hopes the action taken by the council Thursday night will pressure the Legislature into
taking action.

"It took us three months," he said. "Our state lawmakers have been working on a bill for years ... and
they still haven't decided."”

Councilor-at-large Brian Gomes on Thursday said, as chairman of the council's public safety
committee, that he was proud to vote for the ordinance.

"This will send a clear message to making our streets safer for everyone," he said. "It's just too bad that
on the state level that something can't be pushed through so we're covered on the state level."

Legislation that would ban text messaging while driving passed in both chambers of the state
Legislature earlier this year. The bills were sent to conference committee, where the differences
between them will be hashed out and one cohesive bill created, according to state Rep. Stephen R.
Canessa.

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20100423/NEWS/4230344&t... 4/26/2010
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Once the bill emerges from conference committee, it is subject to approval by the House and the
Senate. It then goes to Gov. Deval Patrick, said Canessa, D-New Bedford.

"I think some of us are getting somewhat impatient with the fact that an agreement hasn't yet been
worked out," he said.

"Every day that moves on without this legislation in place is a day we run the risk of possibly having

even more accidents on our roadways."

undefined
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